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Project Why and How

Why

● Provide fresh, exclusive data for the League conference 

polling panel.
● Ground the discussion in what Arizona voters are 

thinking ahead of the general election.

● Explore public opinion on key issues and hot topics 
relevant in Arizona today.

● Give attendees a unique, tailored resource they can 

share and use after the conference.

How

● Ran an Arizona statewide survey asking about several 

critical issues affecting Arizonans.
● Statewide survey of 800 Arizona registered 

voters, conducted via online panel from 

August 3–6, 2026, with a ±3.46% MOE.



Topics

❖ Highest Priority Issues

❖ The 2026 Governor’s Race 

❖ Trust in Local Government 

❖ Housing and Short Term Rentals

❖ Data Centers

Prepared by...

Mike Noble
Founder & CEO, NPI



Highest Priority Issues 
for Voters



Arizona Voters’ Top-3 Highest Priority Issues for Local Leaders

Q) Thinking specifically about the city, town, or local community where you live, which THREE of the following issues should be the highest priorities for local leaders? 
(n=800 Arizona registered voters)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

44%

39%

33%

33%

27%

26%

22%

18%

16%

14%

8%

3%

3%

1%

Affordable housing and housing costs

Water supply and conservation

Public safety and crime

Homelessness

Roads, traffic, and transportation

Economic development and local jobs

Local taxes and government spending

Maintaining infrastructure and reliable public services

Data centers

Managing population growth and development

Parks, recreation, and community amenities

Short-term rentals

Something else not listed

Not sure

Top Issues



EAC H GR OUP ’S TOP  THREE  L OC AL  I SSU ES

Statewide

1
Affordable 
housing 44%

2 Water supply 39%

3 Public safety 33%

Hispanic

1
Affordable 
housing 49%

2 Public safety 39%

3 Homelessness 36%

18-29

1
Affordable 
housing 50%

2 Homelessness 45%

3 Public safety 45%

Independents

1
Affordable 
housing 46%

2 Water supply 41%

3 Homelessness 35%

Affordable Housing unites, but the rest diverges. Hispanic voters rank public safety near the top, white voters lead 

with water, and other-race voters elevate homelessness – opportunity to tailor the message to the room.

The top local issue stays consistent across communities

Q) Thinking specifically about the city, town, or local community where you live, which THREE of the following issues should be the highest priorities for local leaders? 
(n=800 Arizona registered voters; Hispanic/Latino: n=136; Ages 18-29: n=96; Independents: n=288)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.
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Key Takeaways

● Cities and localities should prioritize affordable housing 
and water supply issues

● Opportunity to tailor messaging 

● Voters see housing affordability as the major issue 
across almost every demographic

● Water supply and public safety follow closely, as the 
#1 issue among white voters and #2 among 
Hispanic voters, respectively



How the Hobbs–Biggs Contest is Shaping Up???

The 2026 Governor’s 
Race



Hobbs +10

P AR TY VOTE  C ONS OLI D ATI ON

92% of Democrats back Hobbs

79% of Republicans back Biggs

Hobbs leads Biggs by ten points today

Why? #1 Democrats are united, Republicans are fractured…

Q) In November 2026, there will be a statewide general election for governor. Which of the following candidates would you be most likely to vote for? (n=800 Arizona 
registered voters; Republicans:: n=288; Democrats: n=224; Independents: n=288)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

46%

36%

4%

13%

2026 Governor's Race

Katie Hobbs, Democratic
Party

Andy Biggs, Republican
Party

Third-Party Candidate

Not sure

9%
of Republicans crossing-over to 
Hobbs



Reason #3 – Hobbs Holds the High Ground with Independent voters

Q) In November 2026, there will be a statewide general election for governor. Which of the following candidates would you be most likely to vote for? (n=288 Arizona 
Independents/Others)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

48% / 28% / 25% 
Hobbs Biggs Undecided

Hobbs enjoys a 20-point edge 

among Independent voters
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Key Takeaways

● Biggs must FIRST work to consolidate his base, expand 
appeal to undecided voters SECOND

● Hobbs sits in the best position heading into the General 
Election for a Democratic candidate in the last two 
decades

● Hobbs carries a comfortable 10-point lead against 
Biggs

● Hobbs has consolidated her base (92%), Biggs lags 
(79%) with Republicans

● Biggs does have time to close the gap



City and town officials draw broad, cross-partisan trust

Trust in Local 
Government



70%
are confident in their local city & 

town officials to make 

responsible decisions

7 in 10 Voters trust local officials AND reaches across party lines

Q)  Locally elected city and town officials - How much confidence do you have in each of the following to make responsible decisions about the finances and public 
services of Arizona cities and towns? (n=800 Arizona registered voters; Republicans:: n=288; Democrats: n=224; Independents: n=288)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

70%

63%

28%

36%

Locally elected city and town officials

The Arizona governor and state
legislature

Confidence in Government to Make 

Responsible Financial and Public Service 
Decisions

Total confidence Total no confidence Not sure

REP DEM IND

Total Confidence 71% 76% 64%

Total No Confidence 26% 22% 33%

Not Sure 3% 2% 3%



Cost of Housing, Whose 
to Blame, and Short-
Term Rentals (STR’s)



80%
call the cost of housing a 

serious problem in their 

community

41% call it “very 
serious”

A MAJORI TY  I N EVERY  P ART OF  THE STATE

% calling housing a serious problem

73%

81%

89%

Rural

Maricopa

Pima

Housing is the anchor. From Pima to rural counties, a clear majority everywhere 

sees housing cost as a serious problem, making it the safest issue to lead with.

4 in 5 voters call housing a serious problem – the single strongest point of 

agreement in the survey

Q) How serious of a problem is the cost of housing in your local community? (n=800 Arizona registered voters; Pima County: n=120; Maricopa County n=480; Rural 
counties n=200)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.



What do people see as driving the cost of housing?  Mortgage Rates + Borrowing 

costs & Large Corporations/Investment firms (things the city can’t control!)

Q) Which TWO of the following do you believe contribute the most to the cost of housing in your community? (n=800 Arizona registered voters)
† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

41%

38%

31%

27%

15%

10%

9%

6%

5%

4%

Higher mortgage rates and borrowing costs

Population growth and increased demand for housing

Large corporations or investment firms purchasing homes

The cost of land, construction materials, and labor

Homes being used as short-term rentals

Local zoning, permitting, or development requirements

Not enough homes being built

State laws that limit local housing policies

Something else not listed

Not sure

Housing Cost Drivers (Select up to 2)



Every measure 
clears 60%

On all four proposals, a strong 

majority wants cities empowered 

to act. Enforcement and 

permitting draw the widest 

agreement.

Voters strongly agree cities should be able to regulate rentals

Q) Would you support or oppose allowing cities and towns to adopt each of the following policies concerning short-term rentals? (n=800 Arizona registered voters)
† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

81%

79%

76%

64%

15%

16%

19%

28%

Impose stronger fines and penalties on
properties that repeatedly create noise,

safety, or party-house problems

Require short-term rental owners to obtain a
local permit and provide a local emergency

contact

Limit the concentration of short-term rentals
in individual neighborhoods

Prohibit new short-term rentals in certain
residential areas

Support for Short-Term Rental Policies

Total Support Total Oppose
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Key Takeaways

● Cities must be empowered to tackle issues that may arise 
from STRs

● City Councils should be cautious about their fiscal decision 
making if they want to increase trust among voters

● Voters trust their city and municipal leaders

● Voters would like to see action taken to mitigate 
problems with STRs

● Blame for housing costs is directed NOT at the 
cities/towns



How voters want to address the future

Data Centers



A majority of voters perceive data centers having a negative local impact

Q) Overall, do you believe data centers have a positive or negative impact on the cities and towns where they are located? (n=800 Arizona registered voters)
† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

8%

17%

20%

21%

31%

4%

Opinion on Data Centers' Impact on Cities and Towns

Very positive

Somewhat positive

Neither positive nor negative

Somewhat negative

Very negative

Not sure

Total
Oppose

Total 
Support

52% 25%

Net

-27



Data centers tread above water for Republicans, but are extremely disliked among 

Democrats and Independents

Q) Overall, do you believe data centers have a positive or negative impact on the cities and towns where they are located? (n=800 Arizona registered voters; 
Republicans:: n=288; Democrats: n=224; Independents: n=288)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

8%

13%

6%

4%

17%

25%

12%

12%

20%

20%

19%

20%

21%

14%

20%

28%

31%

22%

40%

32%

4%

6%

3%

4%

Total

Republican

Democratic

Independent/Other

Opinion on Data Centers' Impact on Cities and 

Towns by Party

Very positive Somewhat positive Neither positive nor negative
Somewhat negative Very negative Not sure

Net

-42

-44

-27

+2



Data Centers can raise support through local benefits, lose big time when the 

deficits are addressed

Q) For each of the following, please indicate whether it would make you more likely or less likely to support a data center in your community. (n=800 Arizona 
registered voters)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 

69%

68%

58%

23%

18%

15%

10%

11%

14%

47%

65%

69%

The facility creates permanent, well-paying local jobs

The facility is located in an industrial area away from
residential neighborhoods

The facility generates significant local tax revenue

The facility receives tax breaks or other government incentives

 The facility requires substantial amounts of electricity

The facility requires substantial amounts of water

Data Center Facility Requirements' Impact on Support

Total more support Total less support
Net

+59

-24

+57

+44

-47

-54



Resource strain 

drives the concern.

 

Water and electricity 

top the list, far ahead 

of jobs, siting, or taxes.

Data Centers: A net negative for communities, driven by water and power

Q) When a city or town considers a proposed data center, which TWO of the following should be given the most weight? (n=800 Arizona registered voters)
† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

54%

37%

24%

20%

18%

17%

11%

8%

2%

2%

The amount of water it would use

The amount of electricity it would use

Its location and proximity to residential neighborhoods

The number and quality of permanent jobs it would
create

The cost of roads, power lines, and other infrastructure
needed to support it

The local tax revenue and economic benefits it would
generate

Potential noise, traffic, and the appearance of the
facility

Whether the company receives tax breaks or other
public incentives

Something else not listed

Not sure

What Should Weigh Most in Data Center Decisions



The one demand voters share: cities’ authority to say no

Q) Would you support or oppose cities and towns having the authority to do each of the following when considering a proposed data center? (n=800 Arizona 
registered voters)

† Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

87%

84%

80%

10%

12%

14%

Require the developer to address local infrastructure, water,
electricity, noise, or neighborhood impacts

Establish local requirements governing where the facility may
be located

Reject a proposed data center because its location or
expected impacts are not appropriate for the community

Support for Local Authority on Proposed Data Centers

Total Support Total Oppose
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Key Takeaways

● Cities and municipalities must do what they can to 
influence data center construction or suffer the electoral 
consequences

●  Data centers can work, but only if you approach from a 
“city-first” mentality

● Data centers are widely criticized by a majority of 
voters and have a branding problem (seen 
negatively)

● Data centers increase support with benefits, but 
favorability sinks when addressing the cost 

● Voters almost unanimously prefer local cities have a 
say AND the authority when building data centers



1. Housing is common ground
80% call housing costs a serious problem, a clear majority in every region. 
The safest issue to lead with.

2. Local government is trusted
70% are confident in their city and town officials, and that trust holds across 
every party. A cross-partisan mandate.

3. Empower cities on rentals
Every short-term-rental measure clears 60% support, and all are bipartisan. 
Voters want cities to have the tools to regulate STR’s.

4.
Protect local authority on 

Data Centers

80–87% want cities able to set the terms on data centers, and to say no if 
the deal doesn’t benefit the city/town. The clearest shared demand in the 
survey.

What The Numbers Tell Arizona’s Cities & Towns



Thank You

P H O E N I X

602-641-6565
m.noble@npredictive.com

PO Box 72213
PHOENIX, AZ 85050



Methodology

28



Research Methodology

29

This poll was conducted via online opt-in panel. The survey was completed by Noble Predictive Insights from August 3-6, 2026 among 
an Arizona registered voters. The sample size was 800 with an MoE of ± 3.46%. The sample demographics were weighted to accurately 

reflect gender, region, age, ethnicity, party affiliation, and educational attainment based on the most recent U.S. Census estimates, the 
Arizona Secretary of State’s Office, and voter file data. 

*Numbers may not total 100%, due to rounding.

Party Affiliation

Democrat 28%

Independent 36%

Republican 36%

Gender

Male 48%

Female 52%

Age

18-29 12%

30-44 21%

45-64 34%

65+ 33%

Ethnicity Combined 

White, non-Hispanic 70%

Hispanic/Latino 17%

Other 13%

Education

High School or Less 21%

Some College 37%

College Graduate 26%

Post-Graduate 16%

Region 

Maricopa 60%

Pima 15%

Rural 25%
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