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CORE PRINCIPLES

e PROTECTION OF SHARED REVENUES. Arizona’s municipalities rely on the existing state-collected
shared revenue system to provide quality services to their residents. The League will resist any attacks on
this critical source of funding for localities, which are responsibly managing lean budgets during difficult
economic times.

The League opposes unfunded legislative mandates, as well as the imposition of fees and assessments on
municipalities as a means of shifting the costs of State operations onto cities and towns.

In particular, the League opposes any further diversions of Highway User Revenue Fund (HURF) monies
away from municipalities and calls upon the Legislature to restore diverted HURF funding to critical road
and street projects.

e PRESERVATION OF LOCAL CONTROL. The League calls upon the Arizona Legislature to respect the
authority of cities and towns to govern their communities free from legislative interference and the imposi-
tion of regulatory burdens. The League shares the sentiments of Governor Brewer, who, in vetoing anti-city
legislation last session, wrote: “I am becoming increasingly concerned that many bills introduced this
session micromanage decisions best made at the local level. What happened to the conservative belief that
the most effective, responsible and responsive government is government closest to the people?”

FISCAL STEWARDSHIP

The League is prepared to support reasonable reforms to the state revenue system that adhere to the principles
of simplicity, fairness and balance and that do not infringe upon the ability of cities and towns to implement
tax systems that reflect local priorities and economies.

* The League proposes to work with the Legislature to ensure that both the State and municipalities are
equipped with the economic development tools they need to help them remain competitive nationally
and internationally.

QUALIFECEONVINEINERIES

As the level of government closest to the people, cities and towns have a responsibility to assure the best
possible quality of life of their residents. To achieve this end, the League supports:

e Legislation to provide for full restitution for criminal damage caused by graffiti;
e Efforts to enact statewide licensing requirements for tattoo parlors;

» Legislative efforts to reduce the shortage of physicians in Arizona; and

e Expansion of the opportunities for municipalities to provide emergency response services within
their jurisdictions.




ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE

As responsible managers of energy, land and environmental resources, Arizona's cities and towns seek to
strengthen their partnership with the State with respect to critical land use and resource issues. Accordingly,
the League urges the Legislature and other state entities to:

* Restore the Arizona State Park Heritage Fund and ensure that fees generated at Arizona state parks are
dedicated to state park purposes;

e Support and enact legislation to add greater flexibility to the process for annexation of county islands; and

e Promote policies that encourage more solar energy generation and the establishment of solar gardens
throughout Arizona.

FEDERAL RESP@INSIBIEITY:

The League petitions the federal government to respect municipal authority and specifically calls upon
Congress to:

* Oppose federal preemption of state and local taxing authority over online travel companies;

* Repeal Section 511 of the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005, which requires local
governments to withhold and remit to the Internal Revenue Service 3% of nearly all contract payments,
effective January 1, 2013; and

* Support large-scale forest restoration for Arizona and other western states to improve forest health and
reduce the risks of catastrophic wildfires.
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